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of interest, and monitor recusal com-
pliance; and 

(13) Establish appeal procedures 
available to any employee to whom 
any required approval has been denied. 

[59 FR 24894, May 13, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43048, Aug. 9, 1999]

§ 612.2170 Standards of Conduct Offi-
cial. 

(a) Each institution’s board shall des-
ignate a Standards of Conduct Official 
who shall: 

(1) Advise directors, director can-
didates, and employees concerning the 
provisions of this part; 

(2) Receive reports required by this 
part; 

(3) Make such determinations as are 
required by this part; 

(4) Maintain records of actions taken 
to resolve and/or make determinations 
upon each case reported relative to 
provisions of this part; 

(5) Make appropriate investigations, 
as directed by the institution’s board; 
and 

(6) Report promptly, pursuant to part 
617 of this chapter, to the institution’s 
board and the Office of General Coun-
sel, Farm Credit Administration, all 
cases where: 

(i) A preliminary investigation indi-
cates that a Federal criminal statute 
may have been violated; 

(ii) An investigation results in the re-
moval of a director or discharge of an 
employee; or 

(iii) A violation may have an adverse 
impact on continued public confidence 
in the System or any of its institu-
tions. 

(b) The Standards of Conduct Official 
shall investigate or cause to be inves-
tigated all cases involving: 

(1) Possible violations of criminal 
statutes; 

(2) Possible violations of §§ 612.2140 
and 612.2150, and applicable policies and 
procedures approved under § 612.2165; 

(3) Complaints received against the 
directors and employees of such insti-
tution; and 

(4) Possible violations of other provi-
sions of this part or when the activities 
or suspected activities are of a sen-
sitive nature and could affect contin-
ued public confidence in the Farm 
Credit System. 

(c) An association board may comply 
with this section by contracting with 
the Farm Credit Bank or agricultural 
credit bank in its district to provide a 
Standards of Conduct Official.

§ 612.2260 Standards of conduct for 
agents. 

(a) Agents of System institutions 
shall maintain high standards of hon-
esty, integrity, and impartiality in 
order to ensure the proper performance 
of System business and continued pub-
lic confidence in the System and all its 
institutions. The avoidance of mis-
conduct and conflicts of interest is in-
dispensable to the maintenance of 
these standards. 

(b) System institutions shall utilize 
safe and sound business practices in 
the engagement, utilization, and reten-
tion of agents. These practices shall 
provide for the selection of qualified 
and reputable agents. Employing Sys-
tem institutions shall be responsible 
for the administration of relationships 
with their agents, and shall take ap-
propriate investigative and corrective 
action in the case of a breach of fidu-
ciary duties by the agent or failure of 
the agent to carry out other agent du-
ties as required by contract, FCA regu-
lations, or law. 

(c) System institutions shall be re-
sponsible for exercising corresponding 
special diligence and control, through 
good business practices, to avoid or 
control situations that have inherent 
potential for sensitivity, either real or 
perceived. These areas include the em-
ployment of agents who are related to 
directors or employees of the institu-
tions; the solicitation and acceptance 
of gifts, contributions, or special con-
siderations by agents; and the use of 
System and borrower information ob-
tained in the course of the agent’s as-
sociation with System institutions.

§ 612.2270 Purchase of System obliga-
tions. 

(a) Employees and directors of Sys-
tem institutions, other than the Fed-
eral Farm Credit Banks Funding Cor-
poration, may only purchase joint, con-
solidated, or Systemwide obligations 
that are: 

(1) Part of an offering available to 
the general public; and 
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(2) Purchased through a dealer or 
dealer bank affiliated with a member 
of the selling group designated by the 
Federal Farm Credit Banks Funding 
Corporation or purchased in the sec-
ondary market. 

(b) No director or employee of the 
Federal Farm Credit Banks Funding 
Corporation may purchase or otherwise 
acquire, directly or indirectly, except 
by inheritance, any joint, consolidated, 
or Systemwide obligation.

PART 613—ELIGIBILITY AND SCOPE 
OF FINANCING

Subpart A—Financing Under Titles I and II 
of the Farm Credit Act

Sec.
613.3000 Financing for farmers, ranchers, 

and aquatic producers or harvesters. 
613.3005 Lending objective. 
613.3010 Financing for processing or mar-

keting operations. 
613.3020 Financing for farm-related service 

businesses. 
613.3030 Rural home financing.

Subpart B—Financing for Banks Operating 
Under Title III of the Farm Credit Act

613.3100 Domestic lending. 
613.3200 International lending.

Subpart C—Similar Entity Authority Under 
Sections 3.1(11)(B) and 4.18A of the Act

613.3300 Participations and other interests 
in loans to similar entities.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 1.5, 1.7, 1.9, 1.10, 1.11, 2.2, 
2.4, 2.12, 3.1, 3.7, 3.8, 3.22, 4.18A, 4.25, 4.26, 4.27, 
5.9, 5.17 of the Farm Credit Act (12 U.S.C. 
2013, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2073, 2075, 2093, 2122, 
2128, 2129, 2143, 2206a, 2211, 2212, 2213, 2243, 
2252).

Subpart A—Financing Under Titles 
I and II of the Farm Credit Act

SOURCE: 62 FR 4441, Jan. 30, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 613.3000 Financing for farmers, 
ranchers, and aquatic producers or 
harvesters. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this 
subpart, the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) Bona fide farmer or rancher means 
a person owning agricultural land or 
engaged in the production of agricul-

tural products, including aquatic prod-
ucts under controlled conditions. 

(2) Legal entity means any partner-
ship, corporation, estate, trust, or 
other legal entity that is established 
pursuant to the laws of the United 
States, any State thereof, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the District 
of Columbia, or any tribal authority 
and is legally authorized to conduct a 
business. 

(3) Person means an individual who is 
a citizen of the United States or a for-
eign national who has been lawfully ad-
mitted into the United States either 
for permanent residency pursuant to 8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(20) or on a visa pursuant 
to a provision in 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15) 
that authorizes such individual to own 
property or operate or manage a busi-
ness or a legal entity. 

(4) Producer or harvester of aquatic 
products means a person engaged in 
producing or harvesting aquatic prod-
ucts for economic gain in open waters 
under uncontrolled conditions. 

(b) Eligible borrower. Farm Credit in-
stitutions that operate under titles I or 
II of the Act may provide financing to 
a bona fide farmer or rancher, or pro-
ducer or harvester of aquatic products 
for any agricultural or aquatic purpose 
and for other credit needs.

§ 613.3005 Lending objective. 
It is the objective of each bank and 

association, except for banks for co-
operatives, to provide full credit, to the 
extent of creditworthiness, to the full-
time bona fide farmer (one whose pri-
mary business and vocation is farming, 
ranching, or producing or harvesting 
aquatic products); and conservative 
credit to less than full-time farmers for 
agricultural enterprises, and more re-
stricted credit for other credit require-
ments as needed to ensure a sound 
credit package or to accommodate a 
borrower’s needs as long as the total 
credit results in being primarily an ag-
ricultural loan. However, the part-time 
farmer who needs to seek off-farm em-
ployment to supplement farm income 
or who desires to supplement off-farm 
income by living in a rural area and is 
carrying on a valid agricultural oper-
ation, shall have availability of credit 
for mortgages, other agricultural pur-
poses, and family needs in the preferred 
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